SURVEY FOR GRADUATING ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES MAJORS

As part of a formal program review, we are asking graduating seniors to evaluate the Environmental Studies major. Your candid responses will help us refine structure and content so that we may effectively serve future environmental studies majors.

Please respond to the questions as fully and honestly as you can. You have the right to omit any questions that you do not wish to answer. The procedure is as follows:

· Complete the survey in class, and without consulting fellow students

· Upon completion, place the survey in the envelope provided and seal the envelope

· Do not write your name on either the questionnaire or the envelope

· Return the sealed envelope to your instructor

Your completed questionnaires will be read only by the Environmental Studies chair. The data from the survey will be presented in aggregate form to Environmental Studies faculty and relevant college administrators. 

Your opinions are important to the Environmental Studies program. Thank you for your help.  

SURVEY FOR GRADUATING ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES MAJORS

Spring 20011

I. Characterize yourself and your choice of majors


1. If you double majored, what was your other major? ____________________


2. If you had a minor, what was it? ______________________

3. If you had a double major and/or minor, explain your choice and whether or not you would make the same choice again:

	


4. How would you describe the primary and secondary emphasis of your work in ENVS?

Primary:    HUMANITIES
SOCIAL SCIENCES
NATURAL SCIENCES

Secondary:   HUMANITIES
SOCIAL SCIENCES
NATURAL SCIENCES

5. To what extent to you agree or disagree with the following statement?: “I was attracted to Lake Forest College in part because of its Environmental Studies program.”

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Comments:

6. How many semesters had you been at Lake Forest College before you decided to be an Environmental Studies major?  (Note: a “0” means you decided before arriving.)

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8


7. What factor was most important in helping you to decide to major in Environmental 
Studies?

	


8. To what extent to you agree or disagree with the following statement?: “My decision to major in Environmental Studies was the right choice for me.”

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Comments:

II. Courses, Requirements, Educational Approaches and Structure of the Major

1. What courses do you believe should be added to or removed from core-course requirements and why?

2. Of the courses that counted toward your environmental studies major, which did you find the most valuable and why?

3. Which courses were most important in helping you to establish your career goals and objectives?

4. Of the courses that you have taken that did NOT count towards your Environmental Studies major, which were most important and relevant to the major and why? Are there courses that do not count that should count (please explain)?

5. Do you perceive important gaps or weaknesses in the Environmental Studies course offerings?  If so, describe.

6. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?: “Collaborative work that was required by professors, including study groups and/or group projects, was a valuable component of my experience in environmental studies courses.”

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Comments on Collaboration:

7. Please note the extent to which you agree with the following statements: “As a result of my experience as an environmental studies major I developed…:”

Improved writing skills:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Improved public speaking skills:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Improved quantitative skills:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Improved collaborative skills:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Improved ability to ask analytical questions and to develop my own approach to environmental solutions:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Improved specific technical skills that will help me in a job or graduate school:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Comments on skill development:

8. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?:  “A study abroad experience helped me to define my goals and objectives as an Environmental Studies major.”

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
NOT APPLICABLE
Comments:

9. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?: “I had the capacity to easily communicate program related issues and concerns to the Environmental Studies Program Committee, either through the student advisory committee or through faculty.”

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Comments:

10. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?: “Environmental Studies should institute concentrations in natural science, social science and humanities.”

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Comments:

11. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?: “I sought and received useful guidance from Environmental Studies faculty in identifying internships.”

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Comments:

III. Advising, Advice, Accessibility and Recommendations 
1. Approximately how many times per semester did you typically meet with your Environmental Studies advisor for advising related issues (do not include meetings related to work in courses taught by your advisor):

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

2. Please note your agreement or disagreement with the following statements about your 
Environmental Studies advisor / other Environmental Studies faculty:

Did a good job of assisting you in navigating the Environmental Studies major 
requirements:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE

Helped you to identify internships:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE

Helped you to identify graduate programs:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE

Helped you to refine your career goals:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE

Was generally accessible:

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE
How likely is it that you will continue to seek career/graduate school advice from your advisor after you graduate?

VERY LIKELY 

LIKELY
NEUTRAL
UNLIKELY
VERY UNLIKELY

Comment on the quality of the advising that you received:

IV. What are your plans for the future?


1. Do you plan to apply for graduate school?

I already have
In one year
In two years
At some later time
Never

2. Your graduate work (if applicable) will focus on:

Ecology/biological science
Agriculture
Geology or physical science
Chemical science


Environmental policy
Urban planning
Architecture
Law
Business

Industry


Other (please specify)___________________________________________________________

3. You plan a career in:

Business

Government
Academic/teaching
Non-profit
Don’t know yet

Other (please specify)____________________________________________________________

4. If you plan to take time off before pursuing a career or advanced degree, what do you plan to do with this time?

V. General


1. What are the Environmental Studies program’s greatest strengths?


2. What are most important ways that the Environmental Studies program could be 
improved?
Thanks!  We wish you well. Stay in touch!






PAGE  
2

