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I hope that after this longsuffering winter in our area,
spring weather is truly around the bend. Next week
marks the halfway point in the spring semester as we
begin spring break at the College. Spring is the time of
renewal and change, and the College has embraced
some of that with its introduction of a new website this
past month. We now have more space for individual
stories on the MLS page, so please let us know of your
job changes, awards received, or other news. We
would like to share it with the rest of our community!
Our website continues to be one of the best ways for
new students to learn about the MLS program. Check
it out at www.lakeforest.edu/academics/programs/mls/,
where you’ll find we’ve added two new alumni
profiles on Catherine Masek (’13) and Jeffrey
Gusfield (’99).
Alumni News
We try to keep up with all of the wonderful things
happening with our graduates, and want to share with
you some of what we’ve learned. In the education
sector, Darrell Woodard (’09) moved into a new
position last summer as a high school Associate
Principal for the Milwaukee Academy of Science. He
says that since the school is small, he is involved with
every facet of the school from classroom instruction to
behavior management to professional development to
extra-curricular activities, which is a great challenge
but also a lot of fun. Anne Brandt (’97) and Mary Jo
Sibbald (’81) write that they retired this past year,
although each is keeping busy with new endeavors.
Anne is looking forward to seriously pursuing her
writing, piano playing, reading, and gardening. Mary
Jo is now mentoring new teachers for DeKalb Schools.
She describes the opportunity as “no work and fun to
give a little guidance.” Also providing guidance is
Craig Fallico (’03), who served as a parent educator in
2013 for Stand For Children. This organization
teaches parents how to support education so that their
children can excel. In addition, Craig reported to us
that in January he became a grandfather!
Our alumni who are writers also had some exciting
news to share with us. Upon invitation last November,
Clara Herrera (’01) traveled to Barcelona to present
her recently published book Las Místicas de la Nueva
Granada: Tres Casos de Búsqueda de la Perfección y
Construcción de la Santidad (The Mystics of New
Granada: Three Exemplars of the Search for Perfection
and the Construction of Holiness). Jane Steen (’06)
announced that her ebook The House of Closed Doors
is going into audiobook production.
Yuhan Xu (’11) wrote that she has returned to China to
work as the web editor of Time Out Shanghai, a
lifestyle magazine. After four years in the United
States, she admits the transition was a bit tough, but is
happy to be close to family and using her journalism
skills. We also heard from Lynn Wassmer (’06), who
says she had to reinvent herself once again when she
accepted a new position as the Social Media Marketing
Manager for Synergis Education, Inc. Jane
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Nieuwboer (’13) told us that she is having a grand time
working part-time at the local history museum. Her
assignment was to work on an exhibit for the “Century
of Progress” World’s Fair of ’33 and ’34, to which she
was able to add her own commemorative spoon her son
bought for her in an antique store!
Sad Farewell
On a sadder note, it is with heavy heart that we said a
final good-bye to Robert Glassman, Professor of
Psychology, and co-instructor of the Mind and the
Brain seminar. Bob passed away in Spring of 2013
after a sudden illness. Bob’s keen mind and sharp wit
made him a favorite among students here at Lake
Forest College, and he will be sorely missed.
MLS Program
Our program continues to attract bright students from
interesting backgrounds. We enrolled eighteen
students in each of our seminars this year. This past
Fall students were engaged in Ways of Knowing with
Professors Siobhan Moroney (Politics) and Scott
Schappe (Physics). This spring our students are loving
War and Peace: Conflict and Human Nature, taught
by Professors James Marquardt (Politics) and Louis
Lombardi (Philosophy).
Next year we will offer a new seminar in the Fall, Civil
Liberties and Civil Rights, with Debra Levis
(Politics) and Catherine Weidner (History). The
course will explore the differences between individual
freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution and those
protections afforded particular groups in the Bill of
Rights. In the Spring, Ahmad Sadri (Sociology) and
Carla Arnell (English) will teach an old favorite,
Religion: An Interdisciplinary Approach.
We look forward to welcoming four new graduates
into the MLS alumni family this year: Shanara Bruso,
Patti Edwards, Tyrone Harris, and Samantha
Schuring. We hope you will join us on May 9 as we
congratulate them on their accomplishment and present
them with their master’s hoods.

Save the Date!
May 9, 2014
MLS Hooding Ceremony & Reception

Contributions to the MLS Program
We greatly appreciate all of the contributions our
alumni and students made to the MLS program.
Thanks to your generosity this past year, we were able
to raise over $5600. Your donations help us fund
faculty for the MLS program and keep tuition low.
Thank you!
If you have news to share or would like to receive your
newsletter by email, please contact me at
klein@lakeforest.edu, and please follow us and share
your thoughts with us on Facebook!

